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Content Standard - Students use knowledge of history, public 

attitudes about wildlife, and the North American Model of Wildlife 

Conservation to understand regulated trapping as a legitimate 

activity

Students become aware of the fur trade’s role in the 

exploration and settlement of North America

Human’s use of furs and furbearers began thousands of years ago. Native 

America.

-

cans

American tribes.

a hub of fur trading because of the easy travel on the Great Lakes and rivers.

-

-

FWS Photo

Fun to Know

Beaver felt hats were prized 

possessions among European 

men during the 1700s and early 

1800s. They were expensive 

to make. The beaver were 

captured in North America and 

shipped a long distance to reach 

Europe. The manufacturing 

process was complex.

FWS Photo

Kit Fox
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-

lishment of other trading centers including Detroit, Michilimackinac, and St. 

-

cago, and St. Louis also started as trading posts. 

-

their rich fur trade in the Great Lakes. They kept their posts at Michilimachi-

the North West Company and changed its name to the American Fur Compa-

beyond.

-

either restricted to remote areas or eliminated. The beaver, otter, and muskrat, 

-

-

Two kinds of beaver were used 

beaver were preferred. These 

were furs that had been worn by 

Native Americans until the guard 

hairs wore off.

Parchment beaver were prime 

pelts, but for a long time they 

had to be shipped to Russia for 

processing to remove the guard 

hairs. Eventually French and 

English hat makers discovered 

the Russian secrets and began 

to use parchment beaver for all 

the early fur trade came when 

silk hats gained popularity in 

Europe.

Eyewire.com

Beaver
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-

being replaced by silk top hats. The demand for beaver dropped dramatically.

Steel traps did not play a major role in the development of the fur trade or the 

Today the harvest of furbearers is regulated. Data on population abundance, life 

-

-

ing of furbearers.

are publicly owned, and managed according to 

society’s laws, values, and attitudes

-

-

Attitudes and Values

Great Hinckley Hunt, 1818

On December 24, 1818, 600 

armed men encircled Hinckley 

Township in NE Ohio. They 

marched toward a central point 

and shot 300 deer, 21 bears, 17 

wolves, plus hundreds of turkey, 

fox, and raccoons. This was 

an effort to exterminate all the 

wildlife.

FWS Photo
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until they are dead. 

Conservationists place the highest values on preserving habitats, ecosystems, 

-

vests of surplus animals as appropriate.

Strict protectionists value individual animals. They tend to oppose hunting 

and trapping out of concern for individual animals. Some protectionists have 

Animal rights activists believe all animals have the same rights as humans. 

They oppose any human use of animals and may value an animal’s life as 

much as a human life.

Subsistence Attitude

the lives of native peoples.

-

Utilitarian Attitude

Extermination Attitude

do it. Government agencies paid bounties on many animals. 

Market “Hunters”

Before wildlife was protected by 

seasons and bag limits,

market “hunters” killed millions 

of animals a year to supply 

food to restaurants and grocery 

stores. Market “hunters” had a 

strict “utilitarian” attitude toward 

wildlife. They were not “hunters” 

according to today’s meaning of 

the word.

FWS Photo
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events could result in tens of thousands of animals being killed in a single day.

Conservation Attitude

-

animal populations are preserved. Many people, including hunters and

Preservation Attitude

Animal Rights Attitude

A small but highly vocal group of Americans believe animals should have 

of people. They believe animals should have the same legal rights as humans 

and therefore oppose any human use of animals including hunting, trapping, 

farming practices, research on animals, rodeos, circuses, horse races, and other 

animals as pets.

Sport Hunters

The term “sport hunter” arose 

in the United States during the 

mid-1800s to distinguish those 

who practiced “fair chase” hunt-

ing techniques from commercial 

“market hunters.” Sport hunters 

placed limits on themselves and 

their hunting methods in order to 

test their skills and give animals 

a reasonable opportunity to 

escape. The code of the sports-

conduct for hunters. 

Silvertip Productions
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Apathetic Attitude

-

and claims it is cruel, they may oppose trapping or vote to make it illegal. 

An apathetic person’s attitude can be easily changed, but they may not spend 

much time considering the issues.

Animal Welfare

A 

believes in animal rights believes animals have a right not to be trapped at all. 

-

likely to be accepted by other trappers. 

Wildlife agencies are concerned about sustainable long-term populations and 

Best Management Practices project. The Association of Fish and Wildlife 

-

ians, universities, and other groups to develop Best Management Practices. 

This project is ongoing, and provides information used in this Trapper Educa-

tion Manual.

Students identify key components of the North

American Model of Wildlife Conservation

and trappers, supported the development of The North American Model of 

Some people oppose 

any use of animals, including 

human consumption of meat, 

Silvertip Productions

Meats

FWS Photo

Bobcat
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Wildlife as a Public Trust Resource

-

has authority over migratory birds and federally endangered species. The Ser-

Elimination of Markets for Wildlife

society. 

Allocation of Wildlife by Law

-

Wildlife May Be Killed Only for a Legitimate Purpose

the animal or its parts for food, clothing, medicine, or property protection. 

Wildlife Is Considered an International Resource

-

as bobcat and otter, also are regulated by the Convention on International Trade 

in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). For more information 

Tragedy of the Commons

The “Tragedy of the Commons” 

relates to common resources 

that are available to all. In this 

situation, the greediest will gain 

the most, for a time. Restrictions 

on use of common resources 

are necessary to prevent 

overuse by individuals that 

could result in the loss of these 

resources to society. 

Eyewire.com

Red Fox

FWS Photo

Muskrat

Furbearers are not considered 

wildlife agencies are responsible 

for managing furbearers.
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Science is the Proper Tool for Discharge of Wildlife Policy

Democracy of Hunting and Trapping

In North America, everyone has the opportunity to participate in regulated 

gains to be made by keeping land available for hunting for all people. This 

citizens have equal opportunities to participate in regulated hunting or trap-

ping.

Thanks to conservation-minded hunters and trappers, species such as elk, 

Students use their knowledge of history, public 

attitudes about wildlife, and the North American

Model of Wildlife Conservation to participate in

discussions about regulated trapping and the role

of trappers in today’s society

change their feelings? If everyone in your community had the same attitudes 

Conservation Pledge

I give my pledge as an

American to save and

faithfully to defend from waste

the natural resources

of my country—

its air,

its soil and minerals,

its forests,

waters, and

wildlife.

Eyewire.com

Coyote
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Scenario 1:

-

Scenario 2: -

steps out to check on the child.

Scenario 3:

dog. She tells 

the receptionist her dog is dying after being attacked by a coyote.

Scenario 4: You are sitting in a restaurant having lunch. You overhear a 

FWS Photo

Bobcat

FWS Photo

River Otter
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